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Students get jiggy to fight AIDS

BY MELISSA HANEY
Spectator Staff Writer

Sparkly neon-green and pink
Spandex, scrunchie-fastened
side ponytails, shiny disco
balls, and Nigel Barker. No, this
is not a description of the lat-
est America’s Next Top Model
photo shoot but of something
far more significant—the 2011
Columbia University Dance
Marathon. On Saturday, Jan.
29, 175 Columbia students sac-
rificed sleep, studying, and more
sleep to dance 18 hours straight
inside Lerner to raise money
and HIV awareness.

Established in 1988, the
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation hopes to eradicate
pediatric AIDS. Currently, 1,000
children are born with HIV each
day, but the foundation—through
extensive research, prevention
and treatment programs, and
advocacy work—is determined
to see this change.

Now in its 11th year, the CU
Dance Marathon has become
a cornerstone of fundraising
for the nonprofit foundation.
This year, more than $48,000
was raised through sponsor-
ships and donations—but had
any student unknowingly
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COURTESY OF THE ELIZABETH GLASER PEDIATRIC AIDS F’OUNDA‘I‘!ON
MORE THAN DANCE | Student participants in this year’s CU Dance Marathon managed to stay

spirited from 1 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 29 to 7 a.m. on Jan. 30, in the name of charity and AIDS awareness,



